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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action; 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 - 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Disclosed Prior Art (specification, pp. 1 - 2) in view of Carroll (Carroll, Jim & Broadhead, 

Rick. Selling Online: How to Become a Successful E-Commerce Merchant Dearborn 

Trade. 2001. pp. 379-380). 

Regarding Claims 1-11, Disclosed Prior Art discloses a system for informing a 

recipient of an investment gift, said system comprising'. 

" a financial institution (financial institution, such as an investment firni) 

offering an investment plan, (see p. 2, lines 15 - 19); 

■ a recipient (grandchild) receiving the investment plan, (see p. 2, lines 1 - 
2); 

■ an investor (grandparent) contributing to the investment plan for said 
recipient (grandchild), (see p. 2, lines 1 - 2); and 

■ an infomiation provider (person giving gift) providing a message 
(handwritten comment) to said recipient of said investor's contribution to 
the investment plan, (see p. 2, lines 1 1 - 14); 
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■ wherein the message (handwritten comment) is a card (conventional 
card), (see p. 2, lines 11-14); 

■ wherein the message is a voice message generated (verbally inform) by 
said information provider (person giving the gift), (see p. 2, lines 11-14); 

■ wherein said message includes a textual message (handwritten comment) 
indicating that said recipient has been given an investment gift from said 
investor, (see p. 2, lines 11-14); and 

■ wherein said message (conventional card) includes a blank area allowing 
said investor to transfer personalized information (handwritten comment) 
to said recipient, (see p. 2, lines 11-14). 

Disclosed Prior Art does not teach underlined claim limitations - a system 
wherein: 

■ the message is an email message delivered via the Internet: 

■ said information provider provides a pluralitv of messaoes, said investor 
selecting a message from said plurality of messages for delivery to said 
recipient: 

■ said message includes an illustration: 

■ said information provider provides an electronic message via a web site 
for selection by said investor, said electronic message being delivered to 
said recipient from said financial institution to indicate that an investment 
gift has been given by said investor to said recipient: 
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■ said information provider provides the message to the financial institution 
for distribution to the recipient: and 

■ wherein the message includes a specialized gift for said recipient. 
Carroll discloses a system wherein: 

" the message is an email message delivered via the Internet, (see p. 380); 

■ said information provider (llluminations.com) provides a plurality of 
messages (select an image and message), said investor (customer) 
selecting a message (select an image and message) from said plurality of 
messages for delivery to said recipient (family member, family, or 
colleague), (see p. 379); 

■ said message includes an illustration (image), (see p. 379); 

■ said information provider (Illuminations) provides an electronic message 
(virtual postcard) via a web site (www.illuminations.com) for selection by 
said investor (customer), said electronic message (virtual postcard) being 
delivered to said recipient, (see p. 379). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Disclosed Prior Art by incorporating an online 
and/or electronic message system, as disclosed by Carroll, into the notification system 
for recipients of an investment fund gift, allowing for automation of a previously manual 
notification system. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Disclosed Prior Art and Carroll to allow for any 
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party to the transaction to distribute the message that the inventor desired, such as the 
investor, the infomiation provider or the financial institution. In re Kuhle, 526 F.2d 553, 
555. 188 USPQ 7, 9 (CCPA 1975). 

Provision of a specialized gift for a recipient to be delivered with the message, 
such as money inserted in a birthday card or a balloon sent along with a "get well" card, 
is old and well known in the art of communication and gifting. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified Disclosed Prior Art and Carroll to incorporate the provision of a specialized gift 
for a recipient with the delivered message, as such provision of a specialized gift is 
conventional and/or standard in sending such messages. 

Regarding Claims 12 - 19, Claims 12 - 19 recite similar limitations and/or would 
have been obvious based upon Claims 1-11 rejected above, and are therefore rejected 
using the same art and rationale as applied in the rejection of Claims 1-11. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason M. Borlinghaus whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 6924. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:00pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on (571) 272-6712. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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